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Vincensius Bertholusius (Vincenzo Bertolusi), organist and composer

Probably born in Murano (near Venice) in the 1550s. Employed at the Polish court around 1595, from
where he travelled together with Jacobus Merlis to Copenhagen in 1607. Received 1000 Rigsdaler a
year as organist at the Danish court. Died in Copenhagen in September 1608 and was buried in Our
Ladies Church (Vor Frue Kirke).

Prior to B.s arrival in Denmark, the Italian musician and art broker Antonio Tarroni communicated with
the Danish king from his position at the Polish court. Tarroni had met a Copenhagen delegation of
diplomats in Cracow which had persuaded him into working for the Danish King. Moreover, he was
asked to persuade more Italians to travel with him to Denmark. In a letter to Christian IV, Tarroni
wrote that he himself and four other Italians were willing to enter the King’s service, provided that
they would get a proper salary. In a letter to Christian IV 1604, he apparently attached a motet by the
Italian organist, who Tarroni was planning to send off to Denmark. The name of this organist is not
mentioned, but it seems likely that it was Bertholusius, who later arrived in Copenhagen (Moe 2010;
Moe 2011). The motet is not extant.
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Sources

Rigsarkivet (Kgbenhavn), Rentemesterregnskaberne, Indteegts- og udgiftsregnskaber, udgifter 1606-
1607, fol. 306v.

ij rt xIx dr [= 245 daler] j ort - - - Thennde 17 Aprilis [1607] igienn giffuenn och
forngigedt Vicentius Bartolutzius Organist, och Jacobus Merlis Fiolist p. Som Kong:
Maytts: Naadigt haffr laditt thenum forngige och igienn giffue, for huis the [=de]
sielffue, aff thieriis [= deres] eigenne Pengdinnge haffde Vdgiffunen, till Parterring och
Wagennleige, fraa Krakow Vdj Polenn, hid till Kigbenhaffun, effteratt Kong: Maietts:
Naadigst haffue [fol. 307r] ladet forschriffwe dennom derfra hid Innd wdj Riged, vdj
hanns Maiett:s Tieneste, och effter hoBliggende dieres derpaa offuergiffuenne
Vnnderschreffuenne fortaeringsRegister och forteignelses formellding.

Rigsarkivet (Kgbenhavn), Rentemesterregnskaberne, Indteegts- og udgiftsregnskaber, udgifter 1607-
1608, fol. 615r.

Konngl: May: haffuer Naadigst bestilledt, och Antagenn Vicentium Bartholusium, Vdj
hanns Mays: Thienneste for eenn Musicum, Och will hgigbemeldte Kongl: May:
Naadigst lade giffue hannum, Aarligenn till Pension och Maanidzs Kostpendinge - j as
[= 1000] Rigsdaller, huoraff hannum huer maannidt, skall giffues och forngignes weed
Hanns Mays: Munsterskriffuer j ct [= 50] daller, Thennd Offuerige Rest, aff for:[ne]
summa pending som her - iiij ct [= 400] daller, skall hannum giffues her aff Konngl:
May: Rennte Cammer, Naar Aaridt her forlobbenn, Och skall some for:[ne] Pension
och Kostpendinge, Anghaa, Paaske dag, nest forledenn Vdj nerwerrenndis Aar p.
1607. effter thennd skrifftelige Bestillings formelding, Konngl: May: hannum derpaa
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Naadigst giffued haffuer, Daterid thennd 15. Aprilis, Vdj for:[ne] Aar p. 1607. Hour aff
eenn giennpart her hoes finds Indlaugd huis leilighied der Vdj wiidere kand forfaris.

Rigsarkivet (Kgbenhavn), Rentemesterregnskaberne, Indteegts- og udgiftsregnskaber, udgifter 1607-
1608, fol. 615r.

Ij ct [= 200] dr - - - Thennd 20. Octobris [1607], giffued Vicentius Bartholusius
Konngl: May: besteldter Musicus. p. Paa Regennskaff aff hanns Aars Besoldung, huis
hannum hereffter, aff Konngl: May: Vnndsdhft [= underskrift?] kannd tilkomme. p.

Rigsarkivet (Kgbenhavn), Rentemesterregnskaberne, Indteegts- og udgiftsregnskaber, udgifter 1607-
1608, fol. 615v.

ij ct [= 200] dr. - - - Thennd 11. Februarij, giffuedt Vicentius Bart[...] Konngl: May:
besteldter Musicus, paa Regenskaff, aff hanns Aars Besoldung, huis hannum hereffter.
Aff hgigbemeldte Kongl: May [...] kannd tilkomme.p.

Rigsarkivet (Kgbenhavn), Rentemesterregnskaberne, Indteegts- og udgiftsregnskaber, udgifter 1608-
1609, fol. 763v.

j ct Ixxxxiiij [= 194] d [=daler] x ¥ [12"2] B [= skilling] - - - Thennd 19 septembris,
paa Affgaangne Vincentij Bartolusij, Konngl: May: fgrige Musicj, hanns wegnne, er
tillstillidt och Offueranntuordidt Jacobo Merlis Instrumentist, p hourmedt for.ne
Vincentius nu er Affbetaledt, w ct Ixxxxiiij [= 594] d [= daler] x¥ [122] B [= skilling]
Lybsch, hanns Besoldinng for eet Aar wj Maanneder x dage Beregnnit fra Paaske dag
[fol. 764r] Anno p. 1607 hand fgrst er Anntagenn i Konngl: May: tienniste Och till
thennd 18 septembris Nestforledenn i Nerwerenndis Aar p. 1608. hand med dgden
affgicg, och er hannum sielffuer till fornne her aff Konngl: May: Rennte Cammer
thennd 20 Octobris Anno p. 1607. saa och thennd 11 februarij, nestforledenn:
Nerwerenndis Aar 1608. bleffuen giffuit och forngyet paa Regenschabff, Aff samme
hanns Aarslgn och Besolding iiij ct [= 400] daller, som i neste fgrige Aars
Regenschaffuer, finndis till Wdgiffet schreffuenn, hans Besoldingh, war Aarligenn - j as
[= 1000] aler effter hans bestillings formeldingh, som nu igien herwdj Konngl: May:
Rennte Cammer er Offuergiffuenn och Inndlagdt.p
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